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An attorney for a rural Couneit
.Bluﬁls woman $aid Monday she’

would seek: a multi-million-dollar
judgment from the maker of a diet
drug her client blames for serious
and permanent injuries. '

Zoe Littlepage of Littlepage &
As_s_ogte_s in Houston made that

_statement - - while -questioning

. prospective jurors for trial of the law-

~suit filed by Dorothy Rollins and her
husband, Eugene. . - -

" They are seeking damages’ ﬁ'om
Wyeth-Ayerst Laboratories Division
of American Home Products Corp. in
the suit filed Pottawattamie County
District Court. -

©  “Pm promising you, as 1 stand
here right now, that Tm going to ask
you to award millions ‘and miltons

‘said. -
- She asked. Whether any of the

prospectwe jury - panelists would
have trouble awarding that much

INODEY, regaxdless of What she pro‘;red )

“1in eourt:
Rolling took the drugs from

June 95, 1996, until April 1997, she

said. In Aprll 1997, she began e\{pe—
riencing severe chest pain and
shortness of breath.

After medical examinations and
tests, she was told she had two
malfunctioning heart valves. She

. then had open-heart surgery and
had the valves replacnd with artifi-
cial valves.

During surgery, she Tecsived
blood carrying Cruetzfald-Jakob
disease, a rars form of demﬂnna
she claimed. In December 1957, the
artificial - valves ‘released a blood
clot into her bloodstrezm; causing a
stroke.

Rolling expener:ced a Io:,s of
function on her right side, has to
use a cane to get around and suf
fers memory loss from Cruetzfeld-
Jakob disease, she said.

“and millions of dollars” Igttlepage

Littlepage . asked * prospective
jurors whether they could hold. the
company Tesponsible for complica-
tions that arcse from an operation
made necessary by “its product.
Rollins needed the heart swrgery in
order to survive, and the stroke she
suffered after receiving the artificial
valves was not unforeseeable she

“said.

Dawd Tank of Davis & Brown law

, ﬁrm of Des Moines, an attorney for

Amencan Home Products' ncted that

untll they hear fox is?” he asked
“Heagked if panf-\hsts believed the
federal Food. and Drug Admzmstra—
tion- was too fast or too slow in
removing drugs from the market
when there were quesiaons ahout

' theII safety.’

‘He asked Whether a prnduct
should be withdrawn if there was
one case in_w_hich it seemed to cause

Tank -also asked if the fact that
Pondimin -was removed from the
market would lead prospective jumrs
to conclude that it had caused ijury
in this particular case. :

Tank asked if potential jurors
would automatically side with an
individual rather than a corporation
and whether they could set aside
their sympathy for. someone with
health problems long enough to oon—

“ sider all the evidence. -

After questioning of mdmdua]s a
jury of seven womern and five men

- was selected from a roomful of candi-

dates by late afterneon.

. Dorothy and Eugéne Rollins

observed all of the day’s proceedings.
. Opening statements in the trial

were t0 be presented this morring.



